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. SALT

Contlnued from A-3
Now, unless the deadiock
can be broken, the agree.
ment mlght come unstuck,
aother informed sources
suggest.
The Vladivostok agree.
ment daveioped from
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lengthy preliminary negoti-
ations. But when President
Ford went to the Soviet Far
Eastera port city in
November,
were incomplete, The result

Was a general agreement to th

agree, but no specific
Agreement on what was
being agreed upon,

It took two weeks after
that for Soviet and Ameri-
€an specialists to produce
an aide memoire giving an
outline of what was decided

{in Viadivostok.» Each side
y then want home and drafied
ta treaty according to its
.own understanding of the
fagraemem.

i These two draft treuties
:were exchanged in meet-
1ings which began in Geneva
;on Jan. 30. They contaln
i major differences.

{

i  AFTER DISCUSSIONS of
' the drafts, it has becomae
clear, the adminisiration
8OuUrces say, that the differ-
ences are too sharp and too
critical to be respived by
the negotlators in Geneva.
Major political decisions
are needed from Washing.
ton and Moscow,

negotiations.

expectad to visit the United
Gtates this summer at a
date still to bs tixed and
there had been hope here
that the SALT 1 treaty
would be ready for signing
en,

Some sources sugzested .
that the problems mught be
taken up “on the bdack
channel.” That would mean
discussions between Secre.
tary of State Henry A, Kis-
singer and Soviet ambassa-
dor Anatoly F, Dobrynin,

At several earlier
impasses in arms conteo}
negotiations during recent
years, Kissinger ang
Daobrynin have worked out
agreemesonts, Sometirmes the
main American negotiators
were not even informed —
and neither were Xey ele-
ments within the U.S, gov.
ernment involved in arms -
cantrol.

On the MIRVing of mis-
siles, the U.§. position has
been that the testiag of any
MIRV devite on u class or i
type of missile has to be
taken as proof that the en-
tire class has been MIRV.
ed. Therefore, if a MIRV
test involving o particular
type ol Soviet missile is

LEONIDI. BREZHNEY &
. Newdeclslong? _

soaic tamber,. ﬁ'h’lcl;:
weizhs 400,000 . The

PR

monitored by the United
Statey, all of the kaown
missiles of that type within
the 2,400 fimit would have to
be counted in the 1,323

Whether this will eventy.
ally require another meet-
ing by Ford and Brezhnev is
not yet clear. Brezhnev iy

MIRV subcategory.

AS OFTEN happened, at
earlier stages of arms con.
trol talks when the Soviets
ivok vaguerEsses for loop.
holes, the United States

1seerns on this point to have
|2ai!ed in Viadivostok to get
<explieit Sovier agreement
lbut just assumed it was all
right «— only to find later
{ that it was nol. -
} Soviet uegotiators at
s Geneva are now refusing to.
tallow an entire class of
| thelr missiles to be counted
| in the 1,320 MIRVed missile
limit just because of test-
ing. But unless they are
icounted, American
]

specialists feel there will be
no way of knowing that the:
 Soviets are abiding by that
; aspect of a treaty.
i The Sovier homber,
{whose NATO code name is
i Backtire, was nct aven dis.
cussed at Viadivostok hut
kas now become another
problem. CT .
The supersonic bomber
has a greater range and
payload of nuclear weapon-
ty than the Soviet Bear
bomber, which has long
been accepted within the
2,900 limit of strategic nu-
tiear systems, It has a
£ross weight of 272,000
pounds and with aerial re.
fueling con ’each any the
{United States with nuclear
weapons fram Soviet bases. |
THIS 1S virtually the
same strategic capability
! as the American Bl super.

i

Bi, which is anly being butlt . .
-in prowtypes so far, while: -
taiz Backlire is in Sopian
inilitary service, is coustd:
within the 2,400 Leafg, .«
But the Soviet Union-
fuies in Geneva to meﬁ
that the Backfire sheuld g
counted. The United Staten:
fcels the plane canmot salos: -
ly be left out of tha'eguns. £
because to do w0 would gl
tixe Soviets extra means
delivering nuclear 2 S
aver intercontinentabf
ranges beyond troaty limief -
tations, . iz .
- The United States Is cute{ - N
reatly developlng & I,500.1 - -
e range air-launched
cruise missile (ALCM) to
he jired from B52 subsonie -
bombers. It would extend|.
32 usefulness of those aged | .
piones and thus give more| |
time to rethink & 'comeait.
fasnt to the vastly axpen.
s¢72 and as a result controv
versial Bl program, . -
The Soviets contend that}
any missile -with a range
Hrrater than 375 mHey musti <)
be counted In the 2400
st ategic delivery systoms, |
Tiey ace arguing is Gene.|
vi that she ALCM would|

the
fgrzement, but U8, nogotl-
ator: say a missile which
tlizs at relatively low levels
is not the same a3 & Malip-}
tic missile_. : .-
The Soviets are pot]
krown to be developingl
anything similar % the
HLCM, >

i
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